Helping Hands
1 John 3:17 But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?
When was the last time you thought about helping someone? Did you count the cost or did you help? There is a story in Mark 12:42-44 And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing. 43 And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: 44 For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living. The widow gave from her compassion not her fear.
We have opportunities to help all the time but fear robs us of blessings. We see a need. Worry and fear grip us to the point that we shut up our bowels of compassion. Jesus questions how his love could live in someone who acts like that. 

When you give not considering yourself but the needs of others you take on the mantle of Jesus. Jesus did not consider himself first but gave his life for us. Being a Christian means Christ like, considering others first. 

1 John 3:16 - Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren
Isaiah 53:5,6 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.
