Later Day Church

Revelation 3: 14-22  And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 15I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 16So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 17Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 18I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 19As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 20Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 21To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. 22He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.
The church at Laodicea was located between two cities Hierapolisuas (famed for hot springs) and Colosse (famed for cold springs). Laodicea received its water from Hierapolisuas by way of an underground aqueduct. The water would leave hot but by the time it got to Laodicea it was luke warm and visitors to the city would spit the water out because of the foul taste. The people of Laodicea got use to the foul water just as the church has got use to allowing sin to reign. Laodicea was a wealthy commercial city known for banking, wool and medicine especially eye salve. Now we know about the city, why does God consider this the final church before Jesus returns? The parallels are unmistakable with today’s liberal church.

1. A feel good message that doesn’t challenge sin.

2. Money is the driving force
3. Testing and pruning aren’t tolerated.

4. Lack of passion for Jesus.

5. Lack of using the Bible (eyesalve) to clear the church’s vision.

The visitor in our church is Jesus. Jesus visits and the experience leaves a bad taste in his mouth. Jesus is the head of the church and as the head he will spue out those that aren’t committed. 

God wants a church that wants him but God has standards. God standard is in his Word. Allow God to test and chasten you because He loves you. Will you hear him knocking at your hearts door wanting to change you and perfect you in his image?
