Say good-bye to the old life.

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
Mark 2:22 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles: else the new wine doth burst the bottles, and the wine is spilled, and the bottles will be marred: but new wine must be put into new bottles.
Romans 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.
Ephesians 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;

Do you remember the Randy Travis song a few years ago ‘Digging up Bones’? That is what we do every time we let our pre-Jesus person raise its ugly nature. We are digging up the old man and boy does it stink. Are you trying to bury the old nature, opinions, judgments, doubt, fear, sickness and everything that would keep us from being all God wants us to be? 

Deep down in our heart we want God to hit us with his magic and change us overnight or change us with no pain. God doesn’t work in magic but He does work through his Word which requires us to read, study and apply it to our lives.  That’s right we have to choose to apply the Word of God and if we don’t that is the when the problems start. God desires for us to grow us but with no scriptural foundation the pressure of change causes old habits to surface. 
God expects us to do our part in the changing process. As it says in 2 Corinthians 7:1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. Cleansing the flesh means putting away those habits we grown to love smoking, overeating, lying, over drinking, lust, sulking, controlling, self pity, self hatred, judging  and any other habits. Cleansing the spirit is filling up our hearts and minds with the Word of God so doubt, un-belief, fear, faithlessness, sadness and any other spiritual weakness that keeps us from being a loving caring Christian.
It is time you quit playing Christian and be a Christian full of faith, hope and love. You have to put forth the effort and God will complete the work.
