Sharpening your arrows……
Jeremiah 9:8a - Their tongue is as an arrow shot out; it speaketh deceit:
Psalms 64:3 - Who whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their bows to shoot their arrows, even bitter words: 
Psalms 140:3 - They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; adders' poison is under their lips.
Proverbs 18:21 - Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof. [image: image1.wmf]
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Have you ever wondered why there is so much bitterness and hatred in the body of Christ (the church)?  Just like in a family, people say hurtful things, so they can control, defeat or ruin a life. 

I recently attended a funeral where a family member felt they should tell everyone about problems they had with the deceased. The person who was dead didn’t feel any hurt , sorrow or anguish from the bitter words spoken. We as Christians need to be the same as the dead person. The Bible teaches that we are dead in Christ. A dead person doesn’t get their feelings hurt. 
We can’t stop people from gossiping but we can stop ourselves from being hurt. Jesus said in Matthew 5:44 - But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you. When you practice forgiving people who try to ruin or hurt you, the Lord is blessed and so are you. Angels shout with joy when a Christian acts like a Christian and demons gnash their teeth because they have lost the battle.

We have choices to make everyday. We can choose hatred or love, bitterness or forgiveness, being an overcomer or letting revenge over take us. If there is anyone who has hurt you or spoken bad about you, forgive them and let them know you have forgiven them. [image: image3.wmf]
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