Take up your cross.
Matthew 16:24 - Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 
Luke 14:27 - And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. 
Galatians 6:12 - As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. 
The cross is a point of sacrifice or dying to one self.

Romans 12:1,2 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
1 Peter 2:5 - Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. [image: image1.wmf]
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Jesus laid down his life for your sins and to cleanse you from all unrighteousness. He took up his cross and carried it to the point of sacrifice (death). Take up your cross today and carry it to the point of sacrifice is the point where you die to self. This is not a one time event it is a daily occurrence. Why daily? We are born of a sinful flesh and our flesh (thoughts, feelings, desires) wants it’s way. 

What does the cross mean to you? 

It should mean that we have a desire to be more like Jesus in everything we do. You watch the news on TV. Try spending the same amount of time praying for the events and people on the news. When you tithe, pray over it that God will use in a way where it will be multiplied into a miraculous blessing (like the loaves and fishes).
The cross should be where your desire and God’s will become one.
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