The Cross

1 Corinthians 1:18-19 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: 
“ I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.
 Paul’s experiences before he arrived at Corinth created some underlying fear. Jesus spoke to Paul in a night vision while at Corinth.  This message from the Lord is listed in Acts 18: 9-10 Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision, “Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent; 10 for I am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt you; for I have many people in this city.” Paul had previously  been chased out of towns, harassed, and left for dead when he had been stoned. Jesus’ instructions to Paul were ‘don’t be afraid’. Then Paul wrote back to the church at Corinth in I Corinthians 1: 18-19 that ‘the power to save’ was accomplished at the cross where Jesus won the victory. 

The cross where Jesus was crucified was a point in time which changed the grip of sin on mankind. Satan had ruled hearts and minds of most of mankind for generations but at the cross that rule ended. Satan still tries to act as if he is in charge by working through intellectual wisdom of perishing people. Those perishing people are the lost souls who deny the saving work Jesus did on the cross. They think if they don’t acknowledge what happened on the cross then that aren’t affected by it. Worldly wisdom only accepts what they consider right and thinks the work on the cross is a story for weak minds.

The power of God which is His love was demonstrated by allowing His only Son to die for those who consider His act foolish. Are you ashamed of the work Jesus did on the cross? Do you find yourself afraid to stand up to those who consider your faith in Jesus foolishness? If you answer either of these two questions yes then you need to hear the same words Jesus spoke to Paul ‘do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent;  for I am with you.’ The power of God is on your side to strengthen you, to defend you and keep you. 
 You need to learn that this life you’re living isn’t for your enjoyment but it is the preparation for the eternity you will spend with Jesus.
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