What is your motive when you pray?

Psalm 17: 1
Hear a just cause, O LORD, attend to my cry; Give ear to my prayer which is not from deceitful lips.

So many times we use prayer as a vehicle for our own wants and needs. Our motives are self serving and we think God gives us a stamp of approval because we go to Him. What we don’t realize is that God saw our heart before we opened our mouth and our heart condemned our words. 1 John 3:20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. Our self righteousness shows when we pray with a hidden agenda. When our prayers are seeking justice for ourselves then we have missed God. 

Our motive when we pray should be that we come to God with ‘clean hands’. In Psalm 24:4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, nor sworn deceitfully. 

Our motives in prayer need to be:

 1. Standing against injustice not seeking justice
 2. Interceding not pleading

 3. Adoration of God not self glorification 

 4. Standing against the enemy not standing with him

 5. Praying for God’s will not our will

 6. Not for control but for God to be in control
 7. Not to gain a stronghold but pulling down strongholds
Psalm 19:14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer.
God knows all and sees all so don’t try to con Him with your prayers. Don’t be religious when you pray trying to sound so Godly but be broken and humble. God will answer your prayers but He will value your words, your heart and your intent. 
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