Where are you going? 

Exodus 13: 17-22 17 When Pharaoh finally let the people go, God didnot lead them along the main road that runs through Philistine territory, even though that was the shortest route to the Promised Land. God said, “If the people are faced with a battle, they might change their minds and return to Egypt.” 18 So God led them in a roundabout way through the wilderness toward the Red Sea. Thus the Israelites left Egypt like an army ready for battle. 19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph had made the sons of Israel swear to do this. He said, “God will certainly come to help you. When

he does, you must take my bones with you from this place.” 20 The Israelites left Succoth and camped at Etham on the edge of the wilderness. 21 The Lord went ahead of them. He guided them during the day with a pillar of cloud, and he provided light at night with a

pillar of fire. This allowed them to travel by day or by night. 22 And the Lord did not remove the pillar of cloud or pillar of fire from its place in front of the people. NLT 

If you are going through a desert experience, like the children of Israel, it doesn’t mean it’s from God. Just because you don’t see instant provision it doesn’t mean you missed God. Where God leads he provides. God gave a visible sign to the children of Israel that He was with them a pillar of cloud by day and fire by night. We miss God’s sign when we are looking for our own way. In order for the Israelites to see God they had to look up. In order to see if God is leading you need to look up in His Word for direction. 

When we go through a desert experience in our lives that God is leading, God leads. When we decide to go through a desert experience on our own, we lead. You may ask how we can go through a desert experience on our own. The answer is simple; we get out of God’s will and enter into a self designed religious journey. We decide that God’s way isn’t meant for us because we have special circumstances or needs.

God has given each of us a guide for our life and that is Bible. We get out of God’s will when we don’t think God’s teaching applies to our circumstances. Satan’s biggest lie is getting Christians focused on their problems (a pity party) and their spirituality (their unique walk with God). God always wants us to be focused on him through his son Jesus. If we have our eyes on Jesus and what the Bible says then satan’s trap doesn’t work. 

If you feel you’re out there in a desert place, look around. Are you there by yourself? If you are, you need fellowship and counsel to get where God is waiting and leading. No Christian is an island. We are designed by God for relationships that will help keep us on his path.

Robert Dunlap Ministries                            robertdunlap.com 

